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The Chicago River Horror.

Human fault caused yesterday's
horror in Chicago. which cost the
lives of perhaps 1.300 people. Human
fault either made the steamboat un-
stable in construction. or omitted the
proper ballasting, or permitted the
overloading of the craft with its liv-
ing freight. so quickly plunged into
the river to die.

It is too early to determine just
where that fault lies, whether in the
designers of the bhoat or those who
wére operating it, or those who
managed the excursion and allowed
<o large a number to go on board. It
has been stated that the steamer had
almost similar accident several
vears ago, when she keeled to one
side, and was prevented from turn—|
ing turtle. as she did yesterday, by
prompt action in shiiting the pas-
sengers quickly to the lifting side. It
is also reported that she was recog-
mized as unstable, and that part of
her upperworks had been removed,
oialy to be replaced later. The boat
has had a sinister career, and her
continuance in service is a matter to
be investigated, to determine who
was responsible for the taking of re-
peated chances with human life,

It is tragic to find all the precau-
tions of inspection maintained by the
municipal and especially the federal
authorities negatived by such catas-
trophes. The sacrifice of 1,300 lives
suggests that these precautions are
inadequate. Is there no assured
standard of safety? Can unstable,
dangerous craft remain in service
despite all the watchfulness.of men
who are supposedly expert in such
matters?

Not only is it necessary to deter-
mine just who was to blame for yes-
terday's disaster, but whether the
inspection of pleasure boats, used
each season by millions of people in
this country, is thorough. The Slo-
cum disaster in the East river of
twelve years ago proved that in some
respects the inspection of such craft
was a mockery. Now in the light of
that awful happening yesterday's
catastrophe suggests strongly that
once again the inspection has failed
to safegnard the people.

The United States government
directly concerned. It has enacted
laws and appointed representatives
1o sce to their enforcement. Who-
ever in Chicago may have been at
fault specifically in using the East-
land at all, or in overloading her, or
in managing her ballasting or her
warping from the dock, the federal
administration must bear some meas-
ure of responsibility for allowing
such a vessel, with such a record of
instability, to remain in service.
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German editors who assume that
the U. 5. A. has been bluffing are not
acquainted with the game in which
the term is used. Otherwise they
would know that a man holding a
weak hand is always hopeful that
there is onix a bluff to meer.

democrat next year. He won at Bal-
timore over their protests and as
President has not distributed the lo-
cal patronage to suit them. Some of
it remains undisturbed, owing to the
bad feeling that exists between him
and the organization.

But they see, as do others, that the
party now leans upon Mr. Wilson.
Whatever strength it has is stayed on
him. It practically has no choice. It
must renominate him, or confess fail-
ure. A campaign under any other
leader—even as strong a man as Mr.
Clark—would be foredoomed to de-
feat.

The Baltimore platform does not
har Mr. Wilson from renomination.
Besides, that deliverance long since
went to the scrap heap. The plank
about the Panama canal tolls and
that about economy were both re-
pudiated after the party came into
power. Although the tariff was re-
vised, the cost of living was not low-
ered, and business suffered depres-
sion. Why, then, single out the one-
term plank as a basis for giving an
exhibition of conscientiousness?

The New Yorkers should increase
the salary attaching to the govern-
orship to the figure proposed: but
they might well afford to leave the
other matter as it now i1s. A poor
governor never gets a sccond term,
and a good one should have a second.

Electric Current Rates.
The public utilities commission has
undertaken to ascertain the facts re-

garding the relations between the
Potomac Electric Power Company
and the Washington Railway and

Electric Company, which have been
the subject of discussion for some
time, and were, in fact, the subjec:
of a bLill in Congress definitely pro-
viding for their separation. It is a
matter of public comment that the
dividends of the traction company are
paid largely, if not mainly, out of the
earnings of the power company. If
this is true it means that the power
company is earning exorbitant
profits, and this in turn means that
it is charging exorbitant rates to the
public. It also means that dividends
are paid upon traction stock that are
not earned by the company in its
own operation. The specific object of
the inquiry to be undertaken at the
hearing soon to be held relates to
the rates charged by the power com-
pany for power furnished to the
traction company and other utilities.
This logically leads to a determina-
tion of whether there is any umnjust
or unreasonable discrimination in
favor of or against any consumer,

The question in which the public
is chiefly interested is whether
there is discrimination between con-
sumers on the part of the power
company. and whether the rates
charged for electric current to private
consumers are reasonable, regardless
of whatever may be charged to large
consumers like the traction company.
1f it should be disclosed through
this hearing that the power company,
which is subsidiary to and in a way
identical with the traction company,
furnishes power to the traction com-
pany at merely nominal rates, while
it is charging private consumers such
prices as to yield great profits, that
fact is of vital importance in deter-
mining the relationship hetween the
corporations and the ill effects of that
relationship upon a private consumer
oi electric current.

There are no local conditions that
justify the rates charged here for
electric current, which are highscom-
pared with those charged elsewhere.
1f the private consumer is paying a
high rate for current because the
power company supplies the traction
company with power at or about at
cost, and in addition pays the divi-
dends of the traction company out
of its earnings derived from the pri-
vate consumers, the utilities commis-
sion will be justified in revising the
rates charged to private consumers,
whatever may be the corporate re-
lations between the two companies.
‘Indeed, it will be required by the pub-

As an inventor of war machinery

. - . =i
Thomas Edison will show that a,
peaceful and industrious liie does not
prevent a man from doing his part in |
40 emergency. |

After reading all the diplomatic
correspondence the conclusion must
be reached that the typewriter plays
no small part in international affairs.

Remarks by Col. Roosevelt indi-
cate that he does not regard China |
as particularly lucky in being taken!
uider the protection of Japan.

Embarrassment at Albany.

This is an embarrassing time for |
the democrats New York to he,
called upon to discuss a proposition
to make a governor of the state in-
cehgible for a second term. He now
holds office for two vears at $10,000
a vear, and is eligible for any number
of terms. But the constitutional
convention is asked to increase the

of

length of the term from two to four ! Mr. Bryan w
years, increase the salary from ten to |

lic interests to do so.

It is unfortunate that the kaiser

had to disclaim the statement at- |

tributed to him that the war would
end in October. It was oae of the
best things he has been qucted as
saying.

No doubt improvements will be
made that will cause submarine op-
erators in their turn to wish for
some legal restraint on the applica-
tions of science to war.

Editor Henry Watterson is very
indignant with some of the leading
officials of Furope, and there is no
hope whatever of any reconciliation
being effected.

Becker's disclosures are very far
irom heing as startling as the actual
testimony.

Party Divisions.
In connection with the report that
ill head a revolt next
year against Mr. Wilson somebody

iwenty thousand a vear., and forbid | Fecalls the democratic division in

re-election

The argument runs very much in
Iine with that offered in support of
one term for a President of the
United States. The incumbent ma-
neuvers during his first term for a
sccond, and thus puts his personal
ambition above the public interests.
Make him ineligible to succeed him-
self and he will make a better official,

1860, which brought in the republi-
cans, and the repubflican division in
1912, which brought in the demo-
crats, Those were notable perform-
ances.

If the democrats in the first named
year had not been blinded by an an-
gry factional row they might have
foreseen what a division would cost
them, and been moved to a stronger

1i the New York democrats sup-
port the proposition respecting the
state’s chiei executive, they may be
accused of making a sly thrust at the
country’s chief executive. What is
~auce for New York, they may be
told, should be sauce for the United
States.

Mr. Wilson is not popular with the
rank and file of his party in New
York. They would be glad of an op-
portunity to vote for some other

effort to hold together. Mr. Lin-
coln was an untried but not un-
known man, and Judge Douglas was
well advised from his experience in
the famous debate of what might be
expected of him in the White House.
By their folly the democrats defeated
themselves, and were kept out of
power for a quarter of a century,

In 1912 the republicans were blind-
ed by a factional row which had its
root in the personal ambition of Mr,
, 0 EERATE

o

Roosevelt. There were really no un-
adjustable differences over policies.
Mr. Roosevelt would have accepted
the platiorm written for Mr. Taft.
The platiorm prepared for him was
an afterthought—an effort to give
him a sort of standing as a bolter.
But the row brought in Mr. Wilson,
and Mr. Wilson brought in Mr.
Bryan.

It looks now very much as if the|
republicans were in the process of
reunion. Many men who followed
Mr. Roosevelt out of the party have
returned, and he himseli is believed
by some to be on the way. At any
rate, he is not as bitter today toward
his old associates as when he broke
with them.

Shall we see Mr. Roosevelt, on his
way hack home, and Mr. Bryan, on
his way from home. meet in the road
next year?> Such a meeting would be
interesting. “How's the going?” Mr.
Bryan might ask. “Rough, old man,
and no mistake.” Mr. Roosevelt
might answer. “Would you advise
me to turn back?” “Well—no. Your
experience will do you good, and me
good. You have my blessing.”

Mr. Bryan has not yet said any-
thing indicating a purpose to oppose
Mr. Wilson for a second term, and
he may not take the step. But if he
does. the result will be as easily cal-
culable by him as by others. The
democratic party will be knocked
into a cocked hat: and such a fate,
after handling so many important
domestic problems and such unusual
foreign problems, would probably
mean another quarter century in the
wilderness, with the sky for shelter
and husks for provender.

The Three Notes to Germany.

The three American notes to Ger-
many, concluding with that just dis-
patched, comprise a series of re-
markable state papers, unexcelled for
their vigor and clarity of expression,
their soundness of reasoning and
their unswerving statement of prin-
ciples. They are models of diplomatic
deliverances. The American people,
ascribing their production to Presi-
dent Wilson, are proud of them, as
well for their form as for the high-
minded patriotism which inspired
them. None of the international ex-
changes of a year ago, when the Eu-
ropean powers were in the midst of
their futile efforts to avert the catas-
trophe of war, compares with these
documents in point of strength and
lucidity. They add to the glory of
American statesmanship, and will be
cherished in years to come as the
record of a negotiation for the es-
tablishment and observance of a su-
preme principle of humanity.

Railways which claim that carrying
mails for the government does not
pay may state their grievances, but
cannot afford to adopt any methods
that savor of the strike.

Predictions as to effects of the war
at least agree on the proposition that
America will have men, money and
merchandise, and that all three will
be in great demand.

With William Sulzer preparing to
put the movies into politics, the field
for film usefulness may be regarded
as expanding on important lines.

As a consistent advocate of peace,
Jane Addams reiuses to lose her
temper when her requests for a ces-
sation of war are not heeded.

It would be a great relief to the
world if the Mexicans would quiet
down sufficiently to listen to a few
chautauqua lectures. l

1i Harry Thaw is as sane as he is |
represented he must be sorry by this
time that he got into the moving pic-
tures.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON,
Influence.

“Now that's what 1 call real in-
fluence,” remarked Senator Sorghum,
complacently.

“To what do you refer?"”

“I've managed to get a man who
has plugged away for years at a gov-
ernment position a remunerative job
in private life.”

People frequently envy you the
good time they think you are having
and are not.

The Price.

The cost of war still brings dismay
As it is felt by great and small,

And people find they have to pay
For what they did not want at all

_ Sagacity.

“Some dogs have almost human in-
telligence.”

“I agree with you,” answered Mr.
Growcher. “I often think our pet
dog tries to curry favor with my wife
by growling at me.”

Hopeless Case.

*I don't believe half that I read,”
said the cautious man.

“Yes,” replied his critical relative,
“and that's generally the hali that
mostly isn't so.”

Nightmare.

A mollycoddle’s something weird,
Like serpents of the sea,

Or wangtumwoofuses so feared,
Whatever those may be.

A mollycoddle likes to nurse
His indolence so tame.

A wangtumwoofus is much worse;
You know it by his name.

No wangtumwoofus has been known
To roam this land so free,

But if one ever should be shown
How awful that would bel

A shocking name until each mind
A terror strange will bring,

yhighways can obtaln the benefit of the

WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS DOING FIFTY YEARS AGO

Nine out of ten Americans would guess
in vain at the significance of July 26,

and yet it marks the
Postal Service organisation of the
= Eovernment agency
Mm“:m,' that has done more
perhaps to produce and maintain a na-
tional consciousness and a national|
spirit than any other—the Post Office
Department.

The aniversary has gone begging for
recognition for 140 years, for it was in
1775, a year before the Declaration of |
Independenc:s, that the postal system of |
the American colonies was established
by the Continental Congress, and placed
in charge of Benjamin Franklin. Later,
when the Constitution was adopted. the
system was taken over bodily and made
the Post Office Department of the United
Statea,

Post office offic’als are pointing out in
connection with the anniversary this
vear that the growth of 140 years, so
strikingiy emphasized when the crude
conditions of Franklin's day are con-
gidered side by side with the improve-
ments just now belng made by the de-
partment, makes the date unusually in-
teresting.

Then mails were composed almost
wholly of letters, -and distribution was
confined to the Atlantic coast states, and
was made slowly by horseback, slage
coach and coasting schooner. Postage
rates ofters amounted to several shil-
lings. Now the department, which 1s
already making use over land and =ea
of Innumerable fast trains and steam-
ships, and which is operating in vities
motor cycles, automobiles and pneuma-
tic tubes, 1s preparing for its first step
August 2 toward the motorization of
the rural free delivery smervire. At the
game time that the motorization of the
rural service is being started it is an-
nounced that before the end of the vear
the last horse-drawn mail wagon will
be supersedad by automobiles in  the

| Spotted

Washington city nost office organization.
Because practically all 'of the forward
steps In the development of the postal
service have heen made first at the
Washington office, the complete motori-
zation of the city mail-handling plant is
considered significant.

The financial showing in connection |
with the change, it is pointed out, in-|
dicates that motorization of other city
post offices will no doubt follow rapidly,
for it has been shown to be a money-
making proposition. According to fig-
ures recently compiled by Postmaster
Otto Praeger of Washington the con-
tract vehicles, mostly horse-drawn,
that have heen used by this office re-
auired a yearly outlay of $44,340, and
the government-owned automobile
equtpment that will replace them will
cost annually only $18.000. including an
unusually high depreciation allowance
of 20 per cent.

The automobile rural delivery service
that is about to be established is con-
sidered probably the most important de-
parture in the country's mail handling
system since the creation of the rural
free delivery service in 1898, More
than 100 automobiles will start out on
their initial trips Augu=st 2, and from
then on will traverse daily except Sun-
days more than 5,000 miles of rural post
roads. The automoblle routes will be
from 50 to 60 miles long, and the cars
will have a carrying capacity of not
less than 800 pounds and a cublc ca-
pacity of not less than eighty feet.
The machines will, therefore, cover in
the same time more than twice the dis-
tance covered by the average wagon
route, and will have from four to five
times the capacity of the horse-drawn
vehlicles. -

For the present the government will
pay an increased salary and will re-
quire the carriers to furnish the auto-
mobiles. The postal authorities will
accept any type of machine that is in
good running order and which filla the
size and carrying regulations. Later
the machines for rural delivery will be
standardized and will carry the gov-
ernment insignia. 4

The new service is expected by fed-
eral and local officials, who will ob-
gerve it with interest, to be a great
stimulus 1o good roads development,
since only residents near first-class

rapid motor service.
*
* %
After taking for its own the cities
of the country, and in little less degree

B the rural commu-
Motor Traffic in  nities, the pleas-
= ure automobile is

Nationa] Parks. capturing the last
mountain fastnesses of the west. Under
the terms of an order of Secretary
Lane of the Department of the Interlor
the last of the national parks barred
to the modern pleasure vehicle—the
Yellowstone—will be. opened for motor
traffic August 1.

The park will not be thrown open to
the machines without restrictions, for
the scores of stages operated in the
reservation make up a horse-drawn
traffic which the Interior Department
officials feel should be carefully pro-
tected. Automobiles have been exclud-
ed heretofore because on the narrow
dirt roads, many of them skirting
cliffs, adequate protection could not be
insured to the established traffic and
the many passengers carried. Now,
however, an ¢laborate system similar
to that of a rallroad train dispatcher’s
office has been worked out, telephone
lines have been Installed paralleling
all the roads, and =arrangements have
been made to keep close check on the
motor ¢ars.

Ender the echeme adopted the horse-
drawn and motor-driven trafiic will be
kept entirely separate, and all vehlcles
will move in one general direction in
making a tour of the park, There will
be regular scheduled hours for starts |
from all entrances and from intermedi-
ate stations morning and afternoon,
and in all cases the motor cars will
leave half an hour before the stages.
A reasonable interval will be allowed
the machines in which to reach the
next atation, and if they do not arrive
on time they will be penalized.

Because the traffic problems in Yel-
lowstone Park are greater this year
than ever before on account of the ex-
position crowds, it was impossible to
complete arrangements for admitting
automobiles until late in the summer.
Announcement that the step would be
tnken was made, however, several
months ago, and officials in charge of
the national parks believe that thow-
sands of motorists have arranged their
western trips so as to include Yellow-
stone after the opening date.

Reports reaching Washington show
that travel in the park is breaking a]l
records. In the period from the middle
of June through the first week in July
12,600 people visited the park. It is
confildently expected that the opening
of the reservation to motor cars will
bring a greatly increased number of
people to this largest of our national
parks. The Yosemite valley was thrown
open to automobliles last year, with the
result that that pleasure ground has
been much more widely used than be-
fore.

Whether the motor car will eventual-
1y drive the picturesque stage from the
national parks, as it has already to a
great extent driven that once popuiarl
vehicle from other roads in the west, !
is a problem that the lnterior Depart- |
ment officials are leaving for the fu-:

ihas been carried on.

jalive by

ture to solve. For the present, at any
rate, the bars are being let down only
to pleasure autom®dbiles.

% *

Just as the chief health problem of
Serbia hinges at this time on the lowly
louse, the transmitter of
typhus: and as the mainte-
Fever. nance of health in malarial

regions has always had to
do with the mosquito, s0 one of the
most bafling problema of the United
States just now Is intimately concerned
with the millions of wood ticks of the
west, which, it has been determined,
give to humans through their bites the
dreaded Mocky mountain spotted fever.
As the fever season is drawing to a
close statistics that are reaching the
United States public heaith service
show that there is no abatement of the
disease. On the tontrary there is an
increase in the number of cases re-
ported, but it is pointed out that tMis
may be due to a certain extent to the
development of better machinery for
gathering statistics.

So far the disease has been confined
practically to the Rocky mountain

‘states and has appeared chiefly in Mon-

lana, Idaho, Wyoming and Nevada.
The characteristic tick by which it
is spread to humans is widely distrib-
uted in the west, however, and it has
even been proved by experiments of
the public health service that the in-
fection can be carried from a sick ani-
mal to a previously healthy one by
ticks frequenting the eastern United
States.

Since the firet recognition of spotted
fever as a distinct disease in 1902 the
public health service has made a close
study of the malady and has under-
taken worlk toward eradication of the
ticks. Inexplicably the disease has
been found to vary greatly in viru-
lence in different localities. Cases in
some areas of infection are of little
mere severity than meagles and in
others result almost always fatally.
Thus in Nevada in 1914 there were nine
cases with no deaths, in Idaho there
were 386 cases with Afteen deathe and
in Montana twelve cases with seven
deaths.

The most virulent type of the fever
oecurs in the Bitter Root valley in
Montana, and it is there that most of
the work of the public health servics
In the course of
this work Passed Assistant Surgeon T.
B. MeClintic of the service lost his life
from the fever in 1912, but not until
after he had gathered much wvaluable
data. Since then the work has been
continued by other surgeons. As a re-
sult of the work it practically has been
demonstrated that the disease is kept
ground squirrels and other
wild mammals, and that the ticks. bit-
ing the sick animals and then humans,
tranemit the infection.

The ticks, though they live in their
early stages on vegetation, must attach
themselves to some animal before lay-
ing eggs, and in the fight to exter-
minate the insects war has been waged
on the ground squirrels. Also domestic
cattle and horses have been dipped fre-
quently to destroy ticks, and the under-
brush has been burned in the hope of

destroying the Iinsects during the
period in which they live on vegeta-
tion. >

One of the most unique and at the
same time one of the most promising
methods adopted has been the |ntroduc-
tion of sheep into the infected districts.
It has been discovered that the ticks be-
come entangled in the wool and die,
thousands being s0 destroyed in a sea-
son. It is believed by observers that
the fact that the valley east of the Bit-
ter Root river is free from ticks and
fever while the western side harbors
the disease in its most severe form is
due to the extensive grazing of sheep
in the eastern valley for years and the

presence only of cattle and horses
among the domestic animals in the
western valley. Now experimental

flocks are being maintained in the tick-
infested aress and it is hoped by the
medical experts that the floor of the
valley at least may be robbed of: its
dangers in this way at the same time
that a remunerative industry is car-
ried on.

Experiments looking to the discovery
and _isolation of the germ of spotted
fever are heing conducted. It is be-
lieved by physicians that when the or-
ganism responsible for the infection is
recognized the probahilities of discov-
ering an effective method of combating
it wlll be increased.

*
* ¥

How to anticipate forest fires Ly fore-

casting the weather conditions that are

favorable to their

Forest Fires and  spread so that

men and equip-
Weather Forecast. | ... * .y 1e

especially prepared to fight them at a
given time is a new phase of fire preven-
tion work that i= being taken up co-
operatively this season In the national
forests of Oregon and Washington. The
partles to the co-operation are the weather
bureau and the forest service.

An expert of the weather bureau has
been on the ground in the northwest for
several weeks, and nine of the regular
fire lookout stations, none of them less
than 5,000 feet in elevation, are being
equipped with sets of instruments. These
will measure humidity, temperature, at-
mospheric pressure, wind directions and
velocities, and will record other meteoro-
logical conditions.

The forests of the northwest Pacific
coast states contain much of the most
valuable timber in the United States, and
most of the weather stations will be placed
along the eastern border of this wvaluable
timber reserve to guard it from the con-
ditions unusually favorable for fires that
are brought about by the dry land winds
from the east, These have heen christened
“fire winds" by the forest rangers, since
practically every fire of importance that
has to be coped with occurs when they
are blowing. BSo long as the prevailing
west winds, laden with molsture from the
warm Japanese current of the Pacific,
bLlow over the forest there is no danger.

Heretofore fire prevention has been
chiefly a matter of guarding in a general
way agalnst human agencies of origin,
organizing fire-fightlng facilitias as ef-
ficiently as possible and establishing a
system of lookouts and telephone connec-
tions that will make it possible to start
fighting the conflagratioms as soon as
they are discovered. With his well known
desire for efficiency, however, Uncle Sam
is determined to con=ider all factors of
the problem; so he is setting his experts
to work to get the drop, if they can, on
nature herself—to #ind out beforehand
just what steps she Is going to take that
will- call for special efforts for defense.

While the principal observations of "‘fire
winds"” are being made in the northwest,
#tudles of these and other forest weather
problems are being made in other of the
national timber reservations. These
studies have been in progress for several
vears, and have contributed In no small
part to the building up of the compara-
tively new science of forest meteorology.
Much Important information in regard to
the influence of foreste on stream flow,
for instance, hus been gathered. One of
the most interesting facts brought out
I8 that in some cases forests, through
their foliage, transpire into the alr more
moisture than is evaporated from a body
of water of equal area, and so contribute
muterially to the humidity of the atmos-
phere from which rain is precipitated.
Thus it has been shown that the national
forests are not only moisture conservers
but rain makers us well.

I

IN THE STAR

In The Star of July 16, 1565, is a
news article telling of the removal of
prisoners from the peni-

Removal of tentiary at the arsenal
Pri in this city, in prepara-
80NETS. (jon for the work of

demolishing the building, which wasto
make room for additional workshops:

“Sunday afternoon the removal of
prisoners was commenced by the re-
moval of the rebel Gen. Harris and
Prof. McCullough. Harris was sent in
charge of Lieut. Col. Watts and a

lguard of four men to Fort-McHenry,

Baltimore, where for the present at
leist he is to be kept in close confine-
ment. MecCullough was accompanied by
(‘ol. Fredericks and a guard to Rich-
mond, where he is to be delivered to
the officers of Libby or (astle Thunder,
to he kept in close confinement. Me-
Cullough was sent off on the govern-
ment boat Sunday and Harris by the
railroad. Jeff's private secretary, Ben-
ton H. Harrison, who has been confined
here for some weeks past, was sent by
railroad yesterday morning to Fort
Delaware, where he is to be closely
conflned in charge of Lieut. Col. Rath
and a guard.

“Dr. Mudd, Spangler, Arnoid and
O’'Laughlin were sent away Monday
morning at 2 o'clock on the steamer
State of Maine, in charge of Brevet
Brig. Gen. Levi A. Dodd and an officer
and twenty-four men of the 18th
Veteran Reserves: They were to take
a gunboat at Fort
the fact that the guard took with them
thirty days' rations it iz thought by
some that they are to go to Dry Tor-
tugas for confliement, instead of the
Albany penitentiary. Mudd, Arnold
and (YLaughlin, who are sentenced to
Imprisonment for life, seemed very
much depressed in spirits when they
were informed that they were to
change their quarters. Spangler was
more cheerful, although previous to
starting he said that he had some ldea
of what a state’s prison was.”

In the paper of Julv 20 is a para-
graph stating that during the trip
down the river to Norfolk these four
prisoners wore irons on their ankles,
their manacles heing removed after
the steamer left the wharf. In Hamp-
ton roads they were transferred by a
steam tug from the State of Maine to
the gunboat Florida, which immediate-
1y steamed seaward.

*
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AJuly 19, 1865, a jury returned a ver-
dict of not guilty in the case of Mary

. Harris, aged nine-
Acquitta] of

teen, who was ac-
= cugsed of murdering
Hary]{mu, A. J. Burroughs, a
clerk in the office of the controller of
the currency. The shooting occurred
the 30th of January, 1863, in the cor-
ridor of the Treasury building, Bur-
roughs dying almost immediately.
Miss Harrls claimed that Burroughs
had seduced her under promise of mar-
riage and had refused to keep his
pledge and had married another wom-
an, and after repeated efforts to cause
him to provide for her she followed
him from lowa and Chicago. The trial
of the case began the 3d of July and
lasted pver two weeks, coinciding dur-
Ing part of its progress with the an-
nouncement of the verdict of the con-
spiracy trial and the executions at the
barracks, but notwithstanding that
fact arousing great public interest.
The Star of July 19, 1865, contains the
announcement of the verdict, ‘which
was rendered almost immediately after
the jury took the case, and in the issue
of the next day is a descripition of the
scene in the courtroom when the an-
nouncement of aequittal was made.
The verdict was popular, and a great
demonstration occurred in the court,
the yvoung defendant fainting.
*
e

The civilt war interrupted sports in

this part of the country, and base ball,

: which just before the
Intercity

conflict had begun
B to gain considerahle
all Game. Vogue, was almost

abandoned as an organized sport. In
The Star of July 21, 1865, however, is
a paragraph indicating its revival:
“The first game of the home-and-
home match between the National and
Pastime clubs was played Wednesday
on the grounds of the Nationals, which
resulted in favor of the Washington
club by a score of 35 to 9. The game
was well played by both clubs: neither
club, however, was at its maximum
strength. Great interest was felt in
this match by the friends of the re-
spective clubs, These games are being

:played to decide the championship of

the south, which is a prize worth con-
tending for. The next game will he
played in Baltimore, when both clubs
will have their best nines out.”
-
* %
Throughout the north there was
great bitterness of feeling against
Henry Werz, a Con-
Commander of federate officer who
- had been in charge
Andersonnlle. of the Anderson-

ville prison, on account of the cruelties
practiced there upon the Union soldiers
confined there during the conflict. 1In
The Star of July 24, 1865, is an item
regarding his trial:

“Tomorrow it is expected that the
case of Capt. Henry Werz, late of the
Confederate army and commandant of
the Andersonville military prison,
where so0 many of our brave soldiers
perished through the inhuman treat-
ment of the rebel officers, will be taken
up by the court-martial, of which
Brig. Gen. Underwood is president and
Col. M. P. Chipman judge advocate.
The accused has been for a few weeks
past in the Old Capitol prison and the
court is today engaged in preparing
charges and summoning witnesses,
preparatory to & commencement to-
morrow. He is charged with violating
the customs of war while he was in
command of that prison, from March
1, 1864, to April 10, 1865, The speci-
fications set forth that he grossly neg-
lected to care for those plced in his
charge; that he refused them a suffi-
cient amount of food, and the giving
spoiled meat, etc., to the men; that
he refused them water and forced
them to drink water into which had
been thrown and drained the slops
from cook houses and camps; unduly
punishing some for minor offenses, by
chalning them together until they died:
giving them neo shelter from heat or
cold and robbing them of their clothing
and blankets.”

-

t O
Naturally interest in anything per-
talning to J. Wilkes Booth was aroused

after the assassina-
Wilkes Booth’s

tiom. In The Star of
July 24, 1865, is the

Wardrobe. 75 owing paragraph:
“The theatrical wardrobe of J. Wilkes
Booth, the assassin, which was picked
up from the wreck of the schooner
Marie Victoria, has been sold at auc-
tion in Canada. Though most of the
articles were greatly damaged by salt
water they realized high prices. A
dressing case, nearly in pleces, brought
$15 and spoiled costumes were knocked
down at $20 each.

THE MEXICAN MERRY-GO-ROUND.

From the Galveston News.

Our observation, from a cursory peru-
sal of the dispatches, is that Carranza
and Villa win the same battles.

From the St. Paul Dispatch.

The Mexican generals are taking
turns in helding Mexlco City, but even
at that, somebody is likely to get hurt.

From the Knoxville Hentivel.

Another Carranza victory has been
reported. And this recalls to mind the
fact that Villa is still willing to talk
matters over.

From the Fort Worth Record.

A report from Vera Cruz states that
the population of Mexico City sesems
Indifferent to the ch in govern-

Until we wake with joy to find
There isn’t no such thingl

ment. Why should the populace show
concern? They have been pillaged
R e
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by all and helped by none of the
different parties and armies in control
there during the past three years.
They have become s0 accustomed to
belng skinned that one more flaying
will not matter. / 3

From the Charleston News and Courjer.-

Carranza's men Seem to have held
Mexico City just long enough to re-
move the few remaining pesos from the
national treasury.

From the Wilmington Eveniog Journal.

Gen. Villa seems to have gotten his
second wind. He has inflicted defeat
upon the Carransistas near Monterey.
If Gen. Carransa wishes to have h{.
government. recognised by the United
States he must maoke a better showing
Jhen Le is deing at the present tims,

CURRENT SMALL TALK.

When T am out in company,
1'm earcful what T say,

Ir venturing to make remarks
On topics of the day.

My friends exclte my wonder, awe,
As glihly they converse,

And brashiy mention Lagenfeldkopf,
Travenanzes—or Worse!

1 sit in silepee, must seem dull,
When “Ammeretzyviller” they say.
Quote General Yanovskeviteh,
in their familiar way,

The war they settle ont of land;
Of Krasnostav they talk,

And Sedd-el-tabr, and Ossowlec, :
As though they sald *‘New York.'

They praise Duke Nicolalviteh,
And never fail to log ’
Into thelr chat rome nre¥nce {0
* That
—Ella A,

il ““The W |
e New T T,

e

pllﬂ! thie,
‘anning,

Monroe, and from :

In view of the present war, which
will probably cause many changes in
’ the map of Europe, it
will prove interesting
to recall events that
must be

Map Changes
Probable.

The guestion of Alsace is one of the
events which led indirectly to the war.

Alsace was annexed to France under
Louis XIV by the treaty of Westphalia
(1845). Alsace was ceded to_Germany
in 1571, less Belfort, the defense of
which was rendered historic by the
French commander, ("ol. Denfert-Roch-
ereau (1871). Alsace was mnot more
French at the moment of annexation
than Roussillon, of which Perpignan, in
the eastern Pyrenees, was the capital,
annexed in 1639, nor the Franche-
Comte, east of Frauce, annexed by the
treaty of Nimegue, corluded between
France, Spain and Holland in 1635, nor
the treaty with France the empire and
Sweden in 1679, nor the trenty of AIX
la Chapelle, by which Flanders was
annexed, in 1668, .

Alsace, indeed, apperars less easy of
assimilation than the other conauests
of Louis XIV. Article 75 of the treaty
af Munster, where was signed the pre-
liminaries of the peace of Westnhalin,
reads: “The emperor, for himself and
all the serene house of Austria, cedes
the rights, properties, domains which
until now helonged to the empire and
the house of Austria. The lands of
Upper and Lower Alsace. the p'rm‘ir!u:_tal
prefectures of the ten imperial cities
situated in Alsace: Hagueneau, Colmar,
Sehlestadt. Wisgembourg, Landeau.
(ihernai, Hoshelm, Munster, to the Val
Saint Gregoire, Kaiserberg, Turckheim,
and all these countries and any other
rights which helone to the said pre-
fecture, and transfers them all and
each to the very Christian King and
to the Kinedom of France.

Article 79 stioulated that the
neror, the empire and the Archduke
Ferdinand Charles would release from
oaths of fidelity all officers and sub-
jects of the ceded territories.

Article %9 was confusing and contra-
dictory, and conceived with a view to
confusion. 1t said: “Nevertheless it is
understond by the present declarations
nothing is taken away from the right
of sovereignty ceded.”

em-

*
* =

“The proper characteristic of the Al-

satian,” says M. Albert Petit, “is a

reasoned passion for in-

Louis XIV's dependence more per-

. sonal than national™

I’oncy. The absolutism of Loui=z

XIV was never meddling, but respect-
ful of local institutions, The contra-
dictions in the treaty of Westphalia
were advantageous in a way. The
French monarchy hesitated between
the way left open by the treaty of
Munster: an Alsatian policy respecting
the imperial attachments of the prov-
ince affording the king frequent op-
portunities to interfere in German af-
fairs; a French policy of extension of
the rights of the king, and the recog-
nition of the equivocal clauses of the
treaty of 1648,

For cotemporaneous history, 1648
marks a decisive turn in the history
of Alsace. Alsace had been occupled
for ten years by French troops, and
for a long time it was understood they
would remain indefinitely.

Count d'Harcourt was nommateg by
the king lieutenant general of Upper
and Lower Alsace, and also “grand-
bailli”-governor (“landvoght”) of Ha-
guenau. D'Harcourt was a grandee and
mixed up with the Fronde and accessi-
ble to the temptations and intrigues of
the emperor, who held up before him
the possibiilty of a principality of Al-
sace, which he might be given under
the suzerainty of the empire. The nom-
ination of d'Harcourt thus was a happy
stroke of polley on the part of the
French king.

Colbert de Croissy, brother of the
great minister who was then intendant
of Mazarin, was appointed intendant of
Alsace in 1655. De Croissy was only
twenty-six vears of age, but had al-
ready shown capacity when intendant
of the Mediterranean ports, with resi-
dence at Toulon. To his title of intend-
ant was added that of councilor to the
parlinment at Metz. Colbert de Croissy,
for a fact, ihaugurated the reign ol
France in Alsace. . i

Colbert de Croissy, despite his au-
thoritative temperament, had no pre-
tension to make Alsace a centralized
and unified province Alsace after the
war of thirty years, 1618-1648 (which,
it is recalled, was due to the antag-
onizms between Lutherans and Catho-
lics), required a strong government
and above the petty quarrels that ex-
isted. The eight vears of de Croissys
administration (1685-1663) were peace-
ful. He caused a decrease in the taxa-
tion and thus detached sympathies
from the empire and turned them to-
ward France. .

In the matter of justice Colbert de
Croisgy applied himself to the r'eforrn_
of the tribunals. Until then “every
prince,” it was said, “was emperor over
his own territory.” It resulted that
while a gibbet stood at the gate of
every village, malefactors had every
chance of escaping punishment if not
taken in the act and tried on the spot
Justice was capricious—a robber was
hanged, placed in the pillory or simply
expelled without any record or reasoh
for the difference in the treatment of
the cases. The Inconvenience of this
judicial anarchy was aggravated by
the lack of a tribunal of common
pleas. But most of the provinces final-
ly obtained tribunals of last resort, in
which there might be litigation be-
tween private persons.

e .

= %
The princes of the house of Austria
established in !
“regence,” in the city

Administration of Ensisheim, the
capital of Upper Al-
of Alsace. sace. This name of
regence designated any government es-
tablished during the minority or ab-
sence of a sovereign.
When the French monarchy annexed
a province Its first care was to create
a parlinment whose judicial sover-

eignty was one of the best agents for
the extension of royal sovereignty. s
Colbert de Croissy constituted in 1657
a new council at Ensisheim. The peace
of Pyrenees concluded between France
and Spain (1659) delivered Franee from
exterior trouble, and the death of
Mazarin left affairs in the hands of a
voung but resolute king. The war with
Holland cut short discussions and hesi-
tations on the part of France. Since
the commencement of the war with
Holland (1673) the French monarchy
had turned its Alsatian policy toward
a progressive assimilation of Alsace
with other annexed provinces. F
In religious matters the “very Chris-
tian king” was careful to treat Alsace
with particular liberality. All the
more singular in the sovereign who
flattered himself to have exterminated
lieresy by the revocation of the edict
of Nantes. Why this toleration of
heresy in his new subjects? I8 it pos-
sible that, after all, these religlous
wars, so called, were maore political

coneidered |
1
whatever the results of the conﬂlct.!

1623 a chamber called |

than ‘religlous? ‘Thibaudeau. the con-
ventional and historian, declares that
such wasg the case.

A half century after Alsace had been
united to the crown Alsace contamined
S6,000 Protestants, 12,000 of whom wera
Calvinists,

in a population of 257040
inhabitania. A letter from Louvois.
found in the archives of Rischweiler,

shows that Louis XIV had no intention
of persecuting Protestants in Alsace
“I do not know.” Louvois says, “on
whut is founded the inquietude which
'vou show over what is passing in
! France. His majesty has no intention
|of troubling the R P. R, (religion pre
tending ta be reformed) in Alsace™
{Thia letter is addressed (o two Swias
at Strasbourg, important furnishers of
the French army. and is dated Novemn-
her 17, 1685

The schools in Alsace under the

1

[Fr.anx-h regime were administered with
I marked puaternal  Kind-
Educational ness and liberality, The

Z . U'niversity of Strashourg
I-lbernlnm. wag allowed to con-

Elmue Protestianut, as well that German
|rem.11nml the language of instruction
The administrative language was Ger-
man until  1720—indeed, until 1788
when the official reporis of magistrates
were written in that language. Thers
Was no constraint employed either n
the administraiion or schools. Auge: -
villier, intendant from 1716 to 1724,
formulated French policy thus: “Labor
that the people are not too much en
veloped by German tastes and habits:
but the people should not be worrled
ugelessly " The instruction in the instj-
tutions at Colmar. Wissembourg and
Belfast was in (ierman.

Alsace. under the ancient regime, wan
not gubject to any military obligations.
and that immunity contributed greatly
to the popularity of Franee in the coun-
try. It was neither the schools nor b
reaucracy that achieved the moral con-
quest of Alsace—conquest, it ghould he
added. which was made on the eve of
the revolution. Germany, It is under-
stood, did nor exist atl the time that
Alsace was German. The Holy Roman
German empire was but n vague as-
semblage of peonles in which the ele-
ments were vitally different and whers
#ach element was separate and apart
from the other.

During the thirty vears’ war German
princes made alliances with Francs
against the emperor, if not directly
against the empire. In Alsace many
grandaes had the habit of recourse to
the protection of the King of France,
There was  not. proverly epeaking,
either German patriotism or Aleatian
patriotism. Germany did not know
where Alsace finished. Colbert de Crois-
8y, in his memoir of 1663, indicated the
frontier as' at Lauter. Le Pelletier de
la Houssaye avowed in 1702 that “the
real limits of Alsace on the German
side had not been traced: it was France
that fixed the limits."

P

%
weankened hy centuries of
was reconstituted wunder the

] French regime. A census
Population in detail in 1685, under

I i the ordars of WVauban,

gave 246,000 inhabitants.
An official report of 1787 speaks of 624,-
000. In less than a century the popula-
tion of Alsace had more than tripled.
After subtraction of the territorles of
Brisach and Brisgau. restored by the
peace of Ryewick, there appeared to be
only 235.000 inhabitants.

The France of Louis XIV enjoyed a
prestige to which no one refused to
render homage: the German princes
imitated the manners of the *“great
king,” and this title was not contested
even by his enemies. Even under Leouis
XV, when France was in decadence
from a military and political point of
view, her intellectual priority was not
contested. The great Frederick flat-
tered Voltaire. Frederick's brother re-
sided in Paris, and finally forgot his
maternal language. Anacharsis Cloots,
a Prussian baron of good birth, ‘rg-
called with sarcastic humor that the
“school of cadets" of his
were ignorant of German.

Alsace,
wars,

-
* % :
Alsace, in becoming French, becanie
also Alsatian, which she was not for-

merly. Her moral per-
Pel'ﬁﬁllﬂlity sonality was set free by
De the fact of her entry
eloped‘ into French unity. The
princes who held possésgion of prop-
erty in Al#ace in the eighteenth cen-
tury were most unpopular. Their lands
were exempt from taxation and con-
tributed neither directly nor indirectly
to public charges, and for this they
were acutely criticised, and on the eve
of the revolution they were openly ac-
cused on all sides of “taking money
from Alsace without any good to the
country.”

After the night of August 1, 1787, the
“princes possessiones,” as they were
called, poesesgiones because possessing
lands, protested against'the abolition of
their feudal rights, and thus empha-
sized their quality of parasites. The
intervention of the emperor in their
favor was one of the causes of the war
between the revolution and Europe, and
it is why Alsace could see with reason
in that national war a war which was
somewhat a war of her own, where she
combated for her proper cause.

The “possessiones” in 171K, having no
contact with the people and still resid-
ing outside of the country, prepared
thus the unification of the country.
'a wunification to which they were the
recognized obstacle,. When it became
necessary to establish the districts ac-
cording to the royal edict of June 22,
17587, which organized provincial as-
semblies, state lines were abolished
and the states merged pell-mell into
the new territorial subdlvisions pro-
vided by the edict. Thus were swept
away the imperial and feudal anarchy
which had existed under the empire.
The work of the unification of Alsace
was accomplished at the same time
that all France was celehrating French
unity at the “Fete of the Federation”
at Paris on July 14, 1790, Alsace uni-
fled entered freely and joyously into
French unity. “In the bosom of French
unity,” wrote M. Charles Ptister, *“Al-
satian unity was accomplished.”

Alsace thus terminated her evolution
not by a treaty, but by her free and
voluntary action. Alsace became
Frengh without being made so by the
employment of force. Alsace was not
assimilated: she never ceased to be
Alsatian and bhecame even more so0.
Nupoleon sald of the Alsatians at Val-
my: “They speak in German. but they
saber in French.”

Such was the end of the process of
creation of French Alsace, a process In-
volving patience and the practice of
spirit of justice and liberality. Alsace
was given entire liberty to follow her
own ideals. The current of her destiny
was interrupted in 1870-1871. wlwn‘ an
the result of that war victorious Ger-
many assumed control of her govermn-
ment. What destiny may be reserved
for Alsace in the future it is not with-
in the vision of man at this hour to
forecast. Whatever her dgstiny, e
light of the past shows that Alsace
will remain Alsace, umwn_ln;l:ndiﬂl the

u ved to constrain her.
force employed (. CHAILLE-LONG.

WAR AND

STRIKES.

A —n.

From the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

p in Bridgeport manufacturers of
I'I‘Illill:ltluha and t e!' employes seem de-
termined to have little war of their
own.

From the Birmingham Laedger.
are charging everything that
hal,’pe:e?r}: to the Germans. The stirike in

' strike at the Remington
‘ﬂ‘ral'l?les‘l C})’::pa'll_\' and the shooting of
Morgan are all credited to the nation

that shelled the Rheims cathedral.

From the New Orleaus Times-Plcayune,

> ny to get from the coal min-

erls. ;;eal'?ﬁe: the aid and comfort whicl;

she ex ed from the malcontents o
Ireland? i

rom the Baltimore Star. 1

FWnrn may come and wars may g0,

but strikes go on forever.
-

¥From the Columbus Dispatch.

Somehow the Welsh miuers. by thelr
now abandoned strike, do not seem to
be adding to their popularity.

From the Toropto Mall and Empire. . .
The settlement of the Welsh strike i
as important as the capture of a line o
trenches along a mile of front.

From the Philadelphiz Public Ledger.
Bayonne Is pouring trouble on
oily walers. i

From the Cleveland Plain Dealer.

The Welsh coal miners evidently be-
lieve in striking when all the iron in.
the country is hot.

From the Cleveland Leader.
early to begin

s
4

ithe

It seems nonse too

thering affidavits to prove who was
l'r’:-u:wmll for the atrocities at Bay-
onne, N. J. ¥

HOW FRANCE GOT ALSACE IN 1648




